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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC PARISH

PITTSBURGH, PA

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Fall is a wonderful time of the year, especially for sports
fans, especially for football fans. Watching football again,
a contact sport, has brought a different view of the faith to
mind for me and that is contact. With all that is going on
in the world, and especially in the Church, it can be easy to
slip in to a place where we don’t belong. Of the three that
Fr. Kevin identified a couple weeks ago before Mass, mine
is the cynic. If I’'m not careful, I can become consumed in
the bad news and it absolutely can make me cynical. With
that in mind, and I guess because of fall football, I’ve been
thinking about how I am contacting the faith.

Contact with the Sacraments first and foremost, especially
the Sacrament of the Eucharist. Every sacramental
contact with Jesus changes us and
sometimes He gifts us to be aware of
the change. Recently the Lord has
made me aware of changes in my
attitude from the beginning of Mass
to the end, mostly in an attitude of
giving the benefit of the doubt. It’s
going to take a very long time to
work out all that is shaking the
Church right now and the Lord will separate the wheat
from the chaff in His time. In the meantime, it is easy for
us to slip into premature judgments. For example, this
person is good and that person is bad when in reality for
much of what is happening, we simply don’t have enough
knowledge yet to dig in deep on our judgments, of course,
excepting the always deplorable behavior at the foundation
of the scandal.

ts!

Contact with Jesus through
prayer. This is not a time to let our
prayer life slip up in the

least. Considering that Bishop
Zubik has announced a Year of
Repentance, I’ve started to bring
some of my Lenten practices in to
my life as well. If you haven’t heard about it yet, here’s the
first line in the announcement on the diocesan

website. Bishop David Zubik has announced a Year of
Repentance in which all clergy of the Diocese of Pittsburgh
are asked to fast and pray for the purification of the Church

Deacon Timothy Noca

in light of the scandal of child sexual abuse, and all
Catholics are invited to join in.

And lastly, contact with the

team. We need each other now
more than ever. Maintaining
contact with close friends who are
Catholic have helped me stay from
slipping into being cynical. Last
weekend I was blessed with two
specific incidents that were so
encouraging. In speaking to one
young adult, she expressed how she and her friends talk
about how exciting it is that theirs is the generation that
will be called to rebuild the church. I was also fortunate
enough to have lunch with the men of St. John the Baptist
who were on retreat. After our meal a few of us stuck
around for some armchair analysis of how we got here and
what the Church of the future might look like. It was very
encouraging to sit with good men of great faith. [ walked
away from that conversation feeling like no matter how bad
it gets in the near future, together we will make it

through. How blessed we are to be called to such a great
team.

Yours in Christ,

Deacen Fimothy Naca

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church

“Scandal can be provoked by laws or institutions, by
fashion or opinion.”

“Therefore, they are guilty of scandal who establish
laws or social structures leading to the decline of
morals and the corruption of religious practice, or to
‘social conditions that, intentionally or not, make
Christian conduct and obedience to the
Commandments difficult and practically
impossible.”**® This is also true of business leaders
who make rules encouraging fraud, teachers who
provoke their children to anger, **° or manipulators
of public opinion who turn it away from moral
values.” (CCC 2286)




EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Friday, October 5th -

Saturday, October 6th

Following 9:00AM MASS on Friday and
continuing until Saturday
just before the 9:00AM MASS.

Come and spend some personal time
with our Lord who is ready to meet us in
His sacramental presence.

SAVE THE DATE!
The Pastoral Council of St. John the

Baptist is inviting you to hear and ask “ﬂ M

questions about goals they’ve .
established for 2018 /2019 at our PO S
parish. A presentation will be given by Council
Members on Monday, October 1, 2018 at 7 PM in the
St. Elizabeth Room (formerly known as “the

annex”). Light refreshments will be served.

Please come and spend an evening with us to learn
more of what is planned and happening at St. John the
Baptist Parish. We hope to see you there!

ST. FRANCIS ANIMAL BLESSING

All pets and animals are welcome to be
messng o blessed on the annual Feast of St. Francis,
;"= Anm the patron saint of animals. Father Kevin
will lead a brief prayer/blessing on
Wednesday, October 3 at 6:00 p.m. at the Gazebo between
the school and church. All pets welcome, neighbors too,
even non-Catholic pets. If you can’t bring your pet/animal,
bring a picture. The first 100 arriving will receive a
St. Francis prayer card and medal that can be attached to a
collar.
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Weekly Offertory Report 2018

September 23"
Offertory $9,630
Parish Share $2,771

FIRESIDE CHATS - Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.

So that we can get to know
one another better, we are
offering livestream

| broadcasts called “Fireside
Chats” every Tuesday

| night at 7:30 p.m. and
viewable at
OPVCatholic.org

Parishioners from any parish in our grouping may
submit questions by calling 412-793-4511, or by
sending an email to officea@OPV Catholic.org

An interviewer will be on hand each week to ask
some of the questions. In the future, we can have
some of the other priests, deacons or lay ministers be
interviewed so that everyone in all parishes can get to
know us, even if only electronic or remotely, for
now. Please submit questions with your name and
parish, but it will not be announced live.

ATTENTION PARENTS OF A 7"" GRADE
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST OR CCD STUDENT...

On Sunday, October 7, all 7t grade students should attend
the 11:00AM Mass. Students will be invited forward
during the Mass to sign their Declaration of

Intentions. This declaration is a symbol of the

beginning of their journey towards the

Sacrament of Confirmation. Any 8" ”,
grade St. John the Baptist or CCD e stoning @Fj;,:.

student who was not able to attend the . oy * |
Mass last year to sign their Af/{é‘ /,r:?” P’

declarations, should also plan on /ﬂ;:f A' a

attending.

PRESCHOOL TEACHER WANTED FOR SJBS

St. John the Baptist School is in search of a certified
PK-4 teacher. If you are interested in teaching
Preschool at St. John the Baptist School, please call the
school office at 412-793-0555.

This PWeek

Sunday, September 30
7:00 p.m. Sr. High Youth Ministry Life Night Session -
St. John YR
Monday, October 1
5:00 p.m. CCD
6:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry-St. Elizabeth Room
7:00 p.m. Consoling the Heart of Jesus-Youth Room
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting for Parishioners-
St. Elizabeth Room
Tuesday, October 2
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice-St. Zechariah Room
7:30 p.m. Fireside Chats
Wednesday, October 3
9:15 a.m. Blessing of Animals-Church Circle
(Preschool)
6:00 p.m. Blessing of Animals-Gazebo
7:00 p.m. Pub Theology at Somma’s Pizza
Thursday, October 4
9:15 a.m. Blessing of Animals-Church Circle
(Preschool)
Friday, October 5
8:30 a.m. 24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration
Saturday, October 6
8:00 a.m. Jubilee Kitchen
PTG Bonfire after 4PM Mass

Sunday, October 7
Declaration of Intention for 7th Grade at 11AM Mass




ISTRY

SYM Life Teen

What is Life Teen?

Life Teen is a movement within the Roman
Catholic Church, Life Teen leads teenagers and

their families into a deeper relationship with Jesus
Christ and His Church.

October 2018 Youth Ministry Calendar

Monday, October 1: Bible Sharing “Summit Night” @
OLOJ 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Saturday, October 6: FIRE Night @ OLOJ 6-8:30 p.m.

Sunday, October 14: Faith Afloat on The Gateway
Clipper 2:15 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Saturday, October 20: Guyasuta Haunted Trail
We will leave SJB at 5:30 and arrive back at 9:30 p.m.
Contact Steph to buy a ticket and reserve a seat on the bus.

Sunday, October 28 SYM Life Night @ Saint John the
Baptist 7-9 p.m. Topic: “Pics or It Didn’t Happen”

Sign up for Flocknote text/email notifications regarding
Youth Ministry by texting OPVJYM to 84576 for Junior
High or OPVSYM to 84576 for Senior High.

GAME CHANGER!!!!

What does it mean that “God Became Man?”
What if it is TRUE?
And what does it mean to me?

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

The young adults (18-30’s) of Our Lady of Joy and

St. John the Baptist invite any young adults from Plum,
Oakmont, Verona, Penn Hills, Monroeville, or
Murrysville to Pub Theology at Somma Pizza & Sports
Bar on Wednesday, October 3, 7:00 8:00 p.m. We
resume the topic of “Who Are You? In Relationship to
God.” Pub Theology is a casual discussion among
young adults on various topics relevant to “millennials
and their relationship with God and their faith. We
provide the pizza and you purchase your own drinks.
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October 14, 2018
PERFECT LOVE
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T

S OUT FEAR
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<?"' il I"| :1"’"-'-
A Cruise I'r:u High ?:-::.P1-=.:-1'.1|1.':. on the Gateway Clipper |.r1||.1r|."-.'.
TALKS. PRAISE AND WORSHIP. DINMNER. DANCE PARTY,
FEAT LR i
Bsi

What would your life look like if it was free from fear?
Learn how the love of God transforms your life through
FAITH AFLOAT, a cruise for high school students on the
Gateway Clipper Empress, held Sunday, October 14™ from
3-6pm. The cruise will include dinner; a talk by Fr. Adam
Potter; a witness by Sr. Mary Gianna, DLJC; praise and
worship led by the Holy Apostles Praise Band; and a dance
party. Bishop Zubik will lead prayer and Vocations Director
Fr. Mike Ackerman will emcee the event. We will leave St.
John the Baptist at 2:15pm and return at 6:30pm. This is a
wonderful event to get to know other teens from around the
Diocese of Pittsburgh! Tickets $20; scholarships available,
call Stephanie Williams or Kristin Consuegra. RSVP to
kconsuegra@ourladyofjoy.org or 412-610-4433 by Oct. 1.

CVOL Class for immediate Certification to
teach on Oct 17, 2018 - 6:30-9:30

All Catechists who present the Catholic Vision of Love
must be certified by the Diocese. This class to will be
at Our Lady of Joy Church Hall on Wednesday,
October 17 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. will certify those who
attend to present the class. The Catholic Vision of Love
Chastity Education and Personal Safety program has
been the approved program for safe environment
education for children, youth and their parents. It has
been mandated for use in every parish program of
religious education, Catholic school and youth ministry
programs. Catechists please consider signing up to
attend this class. You can sign up by notifying the
Religious Education Office at 412-795-4389.

OUR ANNEX MEETING ROOMS NOW
HAVE NEW NAMES!

These two meeting rooms are named after the
parents of St. John the Baptist:

4+ St. Elizabeth Room - what was called the
main annex room

4+ St. Zechariah Room — music room

CHURCH
SAINT SAINT
ELIZABETH | ZECHARIAH %%%TJII
ROOM ROOM




CHURCH AND SCHOOL LIBRARY

Dedicated in October 2018

In Memory of Catherine Berg

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018 AFTER THE 9:00 AM MASS

JOIN US FOR THE DEDICATION/SOCIAL OF THE NEW
CHURCH/SCHOOL LIBRARY IN MEMORY OF CATHERINE

BERG. SHE LEFT A SUBSTANTIAL BEQUEST TO

ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH IN JANUARY 2017.
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AT THIS TIME, LET US ALSO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH
FATHER KEVIN AND DEACONS JOE AND TIM THE BEST IN THEIR
JOURNEY IN THE PARISHES OF OAKMONT, PLUM AND VERONA. BLESS
THEM AS THEY CONTINUE IN THEIR ENDEAVOR TO BRING RENEWED
ENERGY AND UNITY TO OUR LARGER COMMUNITY.

Even though we won’t see Father Kevin on a daily basis, he will still be part of our
celebration ol Mass at St. John when the schedule allows.

Sign up for a FREE online
subscription to
Formed.org today. Go to
our parish website and
click on the formed.org
button, click “Register”
Now. Enter your information & desired
password.

FORMED FEATURE OF THE WEEK:
Brother Francis
If you think you know Saint
Francis, you’re in for a surprise.

In this week’s FORMED Pick of
the Week, follow the fun-loving
son and celebrated soldier of
Assisi as he is transformed by the
Gospel. Captivated by Christ,
Saint Francis trades wealth for
poverty, embraces lepers, shakes
hands with the Pope, debates a
Sultan, and touches the lives of
millions.

CHECK OUT OUR AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE KIOSK
We have just received a lot of new items!

The kiosk is currently located in the Church. We will
replenish and stock different items as the need arises.
Kindly donate $5 each for the CDs, or make checks
payable to the parish. Please consider sharing your
Book once you've listened to it!

FEATURE OF THE WEEK:

Say YES to Christ
Internationally renowned speaker and
SV SRR SRR theologian Dr. Scott Hahn teaches
the importance of giving our
=~ complete “yes” to Jesus Christ and
: ﬁ fully recognizing him as King of
Ml Kings, and Lord over all. Dr. Hahn
B declves into Scripture to show that by
dedicating ourselves to the Lord, he
can accomplish more in us and through us than we ever
could on our own. This talk is filled with wisdom for all
who want to grow closer to God.
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Praying for Our Sick

Please pray for our parishioners
who are in the hospital and at home
or have requested your prayers:

David Baker, Mary Ellen Bodnar, Sarah Bronder,
Helen Carosella, Patricia Coto, Irene DePellegrin,
Nicole Edwards, Alice Falkowski, Gino & Blanche
Fedel, Kristopher Gaussa, Will Gaussa, Barb Goeltler,
Frank & Marian Grasinger, Judy Gratz,
Philomena Greco, Pat & Jean Guerrierro,

Matt Gunsallus, Russ Hull, Isaac, Angela P. Jackson,
Charlotte Katic, Mary Lynn Ketterer, Claire Kleckner,
Eleanor Kuhn, Debbie Lawrence & Family,
Kimberly Manuppelli, Violet Marney, Brian Marquis,
Michael Marx, Ruth Marx, Lee Mazur, Laura McAleer,
John McGovern, George E. Mesher, Ray Milleman,
Dominic Mollica, Gene Mowry, Colomba Musico,
Kenneth Myers, Lois Myers, Jonathan Neidig,
Anna Mae Newmaster, Dorothy O’Donnell,
Edna Parillo, Frank Parillo, John L. Parillo,

F. L. &J L. Pro, JR. Pro, Bernie Proch, Paxton Renk,
Nick Rohm, Jo Ann Rusnak, Christine Russo,
Edward Schueler, Camillo Sciulli, Jane Seibel,
Mark Shearer, Stacey Stein, Janet Terlizzi,
Anthony Tommarello, John Truxal, Fred Vaccarelli,
Taylor Worthington, Joann Zapata, Betty Zimmers.

e

Sanctuary Candle for Sept. 30-Oct. 6

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in honor of the Blessed Sacrament and
in loving memory of :

Living and Deceased members
of the Rosary Society

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
® (W Are you willing to give
- F AT M,‘HJ Tfi one hour of your time
e to help those in
7/&1’5&!&%5{ mourning? Please
consider joining the

St. John the Baptist Bereavement Ministry. Come and
pray with others during the 3:00 p.m. viewing at the
funeral home or attend the Funeral Mass and share your
love and support with those in mourning. No experience is
needed only the desire to offer love and prayers of
support. Please call Peg Mineo at 412-795-1281 or the
office.

Jesus Th|rsts for Your Love!

It’s not too late to join this 10-week
group retreat on devotion to the Sa-
cred Heart. We follow Fr. Michael
Gaitley's book Consoling the Heart of
Jesus and its accompanying video
based group-study retreat program on
Divine Mercy.

h

The program gives all us little souls an awareness of
God's infinite mercy and how we can give Him joy,
showing us the way to console His heart by accepting
His love and trusting in Him completely.

We are meeting again at 7PM on Monday, October 1 in
the Youth Meeting Room. If you care to join in this soul
enriching program, please call/ text Rich Myler at

(412) 848-4221 or email richm30144@gmail.com.

Becoming closer to Jesus and consoling His thirsting
heart is a great way to grow closer to Him this autumn.
Join us for Consoling the Heart of Jesus!

Parish Mission at

St. Irenaeus, Oakmont
Theme: Can I Count on You?

6:30 pm Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, October 22-24, 2018

With Father Richard Gielow
Director of the Vincentian Parish Mission Center
St. Irenaeus Church, 367 Maryland Ave, Oakmont
(412-794-4028)

What is a Mission?

Are you so involved with business, children, family, or
social activities that you have little time for quiet
contemplation with God? A Mission is a time of special
grace when God calls us into a deeper relationship with
Him. It is a time for personal growth, a time to listen to
God, a time of spiritual refreshment and invigoration.
Father Richard Gielow will speak and renew our minds
and hearts to become more open to the power of God and
the love of Jesus Christ.

i : The adult choir at St. John the
i w . ' Baptist has resumed rehearsal

- M] NISTRY. for the 2018-2019 year. If you
» gt "\‘ have ever considered joining

MW i the choir, or love to sing, now
is a great time to join us! The choir rehearses on Tuesday
evenings from 6:30-8:30 and sings at the 9:00 Mass each
Sunday.

Anyone interested in joining the choir can contact
Amanda Nicholson music@stiohnplum.org.

Saint Joseph High School Fall Open House

The Saint Joseph High School Fall Open House will be
Sunday, October 21 from 1-3pm. Receive a private
tour of the campus from Spartan Student Ambassadors.
Meet teachers, students and parents! Registration begins
in the Science and Technology Center Lobby. Visit
SaintJosephHS.com. Questions? Contact Admissions
Director, Mrs. Shane Palumbo '92:
admissions@SaintJosephHS.com or 724-226-4932.




SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR
THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

READING 1 NM 11:25-29

The LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses.
Taking some of the spirit that was on Moses,

the LORD bestowed it on the seventy elders;

and as the spirit came to rest on them, they prophesied.

Now two men, one named Eldad and the other Medad,

were not in the gathering but had been left in the camp.

They too had been on the list, but had not gone out to the tent;
yet the spirit came to rest on them also, and they prophesied in
the camp.

So, when a young man quickly told Moses, "Eldad and Medad
are prophesying in the camp, " Joshua, son of Nun, who from
his youth had been Moses' aide, said, "Moses, my lord, stop
them."

But Moses answered him, "Are you jealous for my sake?
Would that all the people of the LORD were prophets!

Would that the LORD might bestow his spirit on them all!"

RESPONSORIAL PSALM PS 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14

R. (92) The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; the
decree of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the
simple.

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever;

the ordinances of the LORD are true, all of them just.

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
Though your servant is careful of them,

very diligent in keeping them, yet who can detect failings?
Cleanse me from my unknown faults!

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
From wanton sin especially, restrain your servant;

let it not rule over me.

Then shall I be blameless and innocent of serious sin.

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

READING 2 JAS 5:1-6

Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending
miseries.

Y our wealth has rotted away, your clothes have become moth
-eaten, your gold and silver have corroded, and that corrosion
will be a testimony against you; it will devour your flesh like
a fire.

You have stored up treasure for the last days.

Behold, the wages you withheld from the workers who
harvested your fields are crying aloud; and the cries of the
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.

You have lived on earth in luxury and pleasure; you have
fattened your hearts for the day of slaughter.

You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous one;
he offers you no resistance. that make war within your
members? You covet but do not possess. You kill and envy
but you cannot obtain; you fight and wage war.

You do not possess because you do not ask.

You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to
spend it on your passions.

ALLELUIA CF. JN 17:17B, 17A

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Your word, O Lord, is truth;
consecrate us in the truth.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL MK 9:38-43. 45, 47-48

At that time, John said to Jesus,

"Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your
name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not
follow us."

Jesus replied, "Do not prevent him.

There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my
name who can at the same time speak ill of me.

For whoever is not against us is for us.

Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink
because you belong to Christ,

amen, | say to you, will surely not lose his reward.

"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in
me to sin,

it would be better for him if a great millstone

were put around his neck

and he were thrown into the sea.

If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.

It is better for you to enter into life maimed

than with two hands to go into Gehenna,

into the unquenchable fire.

And if your foot causes you to sin, cut if off.

It is better for you to enter into life crippled

than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna.
And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out.

Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna,
where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not
quenched."

SCRIPTURES FOR SEPT. 30-OCT. 7

Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/
Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7 [6]/
Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday: Jb3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Ps 88:2-3, 4-5, 6,

7-8 [3]/Mt 18:1-5, 10
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13,
14-15 [3]/Lk 9:57-62

Thursday: Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14
[13]/Lk 10:1-12

Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 139:1-3, 7-8,
9-10, 13-14ab [24b]/Lk 10:13-16

Saturday: Jb42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75,
91, 125, 130 [135]/Lk 10:17-24

Sunday: Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [cf. 5]/

Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12




SPANISH MASS AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

Dear friends,

(A4 translation...) Even if

we are far from our

country, the Catholic

Church will always be

present and close to us.
Jorge Vela

MINISTERIO \\
E HISPANO

Hopefully you can join
us at St. John the Baptist
Parish on Sunday
evening, October 28™ at
6:00 p.m. for a Spanish
Mass. The Spanish
Masses will continue to
be held on the last
Sunday of each month at
St. Johns at 6:00 p.m.

If you know of anyone
who might be interested
in attending this beautiful
Mass, please let them
know of this special
opportunity to Receive
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

St John Baptist

BULLETIN INFORMATION / SUBMISSION

All parish staff, ministry leaders, and coordinators for parish and school activities in the new grouping, our

Parishes of Oakmont, Plum and Verona, can send bulletin information to our shared bulletin editors for events after
October 15. When we begin the transition at that time, we will have one bulletin that will have information and events
in all five parishes together. Please send any information needed for the October 21 bulletin to
bulletin@opvcatholic.org or contact Barb Pronio at (412) 828-3065. The office staff for all parishes met over the
summer and resolved to use the following abbreviations and colors to designate event locations at each parish/school:

St. Irenaeus Parish/Church (STD — dark green

St. Januarius Parish/Church (SJAN) — purple

St. John the Baptist Parish/Church  (SJB) — light green
St. John the Baptist School (SJBS) — black & white
St. Joseph Parish/Church (SJV) — dark blue

St. Joseph School (SJS) — blue & gold
Our Lady of Joy Parish/Church (OLOJ) - light blue

Parishes of Oakmont, Plum & Verona(OPYV) — burgundy for OPVCatholic.org




