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S Saturday Vigil: ~ 4:00PM  St. Irenaeus
“ N n A Y F I] v [ N .[ 4:.00PM  St. John the Baptist
6:00PM  Our Lady of Joy

6:00 PM  St. Joseph

A voice of one crying out in the desert: Sunday: 745 AM Si. Jaruar

St. Januarius

“Prepare the way of the Lord, S AN S loseph

9:00 AM  St. John the Baptist
: [ 10:00 AM Our Lady of Joy
make straight his paths.” 11:00 AM St. Irenaeus
Lk 34 » 11:00 AM St. John the Baptist
) YT —ame - 12:00 PM  Our Lady of Joy
= 6:00 PM St. John the Baptist

¢ Laciigns o Mas S50, 1096, 1499 £ - i | Confessions: Monday 6:00-6:20 PM

St . Januarius
REMINDER Wednesday 6:00-6:20 PM

St. Irenaeus
You may use your Offertory Envelopes wherever you attend Mass.

Saturday 9:30-10:00 AM
They will be directed to the parish to which you belong for St. John the Baptist

processing. Contact your Parish Office for more information. —Or By Appointment’




Sister Lynn Miller. CSY

Called to Be Prophets

Advent is a time to prayerfully reflect and get
ourselves ready for the welcoming of Christ’s
transforming power in our hearts. In today’s scripture
“A voice of one crying out in the desert Prepare...”
(Luke 3:4) One lone cry, not from the halls of power,
not from an office of influence, not from the world of
wealth, rather from a desolate wilderness. John the
Baptist spoke with confidence, with vigor and people
listened. His proclamation came through God’s Word
and invitation, and it continues to reverberate 2000
years later.

It took me several years to be prepared to hear and
respond to God’s invitation in my life. After college
graduation, I continued to be very involved in the
Church. My relationship with God was of utmost
importance. However, I experienced a restlessness.
As St. Augustine said, “Our heart is restless until it
rests in You.” I desired an intimacy with God through
membership in a religious community and I found the
Sisters of St. Joseph is the place and the community
where I felt called to be. Thirty-two years later this
call has been affirmed over and over again. It is
where my heart rests in God.

The Sister of St. Joseph
M charism, a gift of the
Spirit given to people so
that they may use it to
help others, is to be one
with God, among
_ ourselves and with all
others. Since becoming
“¥ a sister, | have partici-

pated in a variety of ministries in the past 32 years
which reflect this charism of unity from coordinating a
drop-in center for moms and children in McKees
Rocks, teaching art, directing faith formation
programs for children, providing case management for
refugees, being a foster parent to 91 children and
working as a parish social minister. For the past 17
years, | have been the Parish Social Minister at

. St. Joseph Parish in Verona. In
all of these simple, ordinary
places of ministry, the voice of
God could be heard in the people,
seen in the faces of the children,
3 witnessed in the stories of the
refugees.

In today’s Gospel, one single person was called by
God. And so it is with us. God urges us to use our
voices, our energy, our hands, and our hearts, from
wherever we are, to announce His message of love
and inclusion and to partake in the dream of God in
the building of God’s kingdom. “The Lord has done
great things for us...” and through us; “we are glad
indeed.” (Psalm 126:3) And God who has begun this
good work in us will continue until it is completed.
(Philippians 1:6) Let’s listen, cooperate and share.

Social Ministry can take on a variety of forms. Just
look around at the diversity of ministries in our parish
grouping and one can see incredible signs of Christ
alive in our world. The faithful in all of our parishes
are working to bring love to those who need it the
most and in so doing helping to transform the world’s
social structures to better reflect God’s Kingdom of
peace and justice. We are doing it! It is inspiring to
read the invitations of outreach in the bulletin and
narthex of our parishes. Creating and maintaining an
effective system of communication about Parish So-
cial Ministry activities is critical in our new

Mission Alive grouping.

The Parish Social Minister ensures that “organizing”
and “doing” social ministry happens, and that our
social mission is woven throughout parish life. Social
ministry includes a variety of opportunities for all
parishioners to act through service and through
advocacy while working for justice and peace.

Together, we are called to be prophets of Christ,
who announce by our lives the coming of the Lord,
as John did.

Sister Lynn Willer, @S9

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church

“Finally, with John the Baptist the Holy Spirit begins the
restoration to man of ‘the divine likeness,” prefiguring
what he would achieve with and in Christ. John’s baptism
was for repentance baptism in water and the Spirit will be
a new birth”"? (CCC 720)




SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

READING 1

Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery;
put on the splendor of glory from God forever:
wrapped in the cloak of justice from God,

bear on your head the mitre

that displays the glory of the eternal name.

For God will show all the earth your splendor:

you will be named by God forever

the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship.

Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights;

look to the east and see your children

gathered from the east and the west

at the word of the Holy One,

rejoicing that they are remembered by God.

Led away on foot by their enemies they left you:
but God will bring them back to you

borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones.

For God has commanded

that every lofty mountain be made low,

and that the age-old depths and gorges

be filled to level ground,

that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.
The forests and every fragrant kind of tree

have overshadowed Israel at God’s command;
for God is leading Israel in joy

by the light of his glory,

with his mercy and justice for company.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
PS 126:1-2, 2-3., 4-5, 6.

R. (3) The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy.

When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion,

we were like men dreaming.

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy.

Then they said among the nations,

"The LORD has done great things for them."

The LORD has done great things for us;

we are glad indeed.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like the torrents in the southern desert.

Those who sow in tears

shall reap rejoicing.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy.

Although they go forth weeping,

carrying the seed to be sown,

They shall come back rejoicing,

carrying their sheaves.

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy.

BAR 5:1-9

READING 2 PHIL 1:4-6, 8-11

Brothers and sisters:

I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of
you,

because of your partnership for the gospel

from the first day until now.

I am confident of this,

that the one who began a good work in you

will continue to complete it

until the day of Christ Jesus.

God is my witness,

how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ
Jesus.

And this is my prayer:

that your love may increase ever more and more

in knowledge and every kind of perception,

to discern what is of value,

so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ,

filled with the fruit of righteousness

that comes through Jesus Christ

for the glory and praise of God.

ALLELUIA

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

LK 3:4.6

GOSPEL LK 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,

and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee,

and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region

of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch
of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of
Zechariah in the desert.

John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the
words of the prophet [saiah:

A voice of one crying out in the desert:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.
Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill
shall be made low.

The winding roads shall be made
straight, 2
and the rough ways made
smooth,

and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.”

LCCKNL SUNDAY O
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OPV MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS

VIGIL - Second Sunday of Advent

4:00 p.m.

INTENTION/REQUESTER

Nate Ferraco (Family)

CHURCH

PRIEST
POECKING

4:00 p.m. | Jane Smail (John and Amy Faith) DALTON
6:00 p.m. | Deceased of the Cima & Faulk Families (Cima POECKING
Family)
6:00 p.m. | Nicola Tamburro (Wife, Rose Tamburro) DEWITT
SUNDAY - Second Sunday of Advent 12/9 | 7:45 a.m. |Joan Hromyak (George and Barb Meshner) DALTON
8:30 a.m. | Dolores, Robert and Edward Wallace (Family) DEWITT
9:00 a.m. | Mary Ann Stadler and Her God-Given Talents SJB GRUBER
(Susan and Jerry Pompa)
10:00 a.m. | Virginia & Adolphe Zottola (Children) OLOJ Benedictine
11:00 a.m. | Joe Caterino (Chris and Linda Nef¥) SJB DALTON
11:00 a.m. | Keenan James Sullivan (Casey and Kyle Reynolds) Ei- DEWITT
NOON Deceased of the Scarangella Family (Anna & Nick) | OLOJ Benedictine
6:00 p.m. | Living and Deceased of the Parishes SJB POECKING
MONDAY - Advent Weekday 12/10 | 9:00 a.m. | William Lee (Clete Lee and Family) POECKING
6:30 p.m. | Mary and Vince Tresco (Vincie, Marie and Sonny) DEWITT
TUESDAY - Saint Damasus I 12/11 | 7:30 a.m. | Living Intention for Father Al Zapf (Papciak OLOJ POECKING
Family)
9:00 a.m. | JoeJanuck (Mary Lou Botta) E_ POECKING
WEDNESDAY - Our Lady of Guadalupe 12/12 19:00 a.m. | Jill Baurer (Frank and Marian Grasinger) SJB POECKING
Helen L. Vingin (Marie Clover)
Aileen Roman (Unity Golden Age Club)
6:30 p.m. [ James A. Trangle (Paula and Gini Calabrese) DEWITT
THURSDAY - Saint Lucy 12/13 | 7:30 am. | Donald O’Brian (Betty Koslovic) POECKING
9:00 a.m. | William and Irene Stretavski (Family) POECKING
Leo Leppold (Family)
FRIDAY - Saint John of the Cross 12/14 | 7:30 a.m. | Walter Cose (Anna Lagrotteria) OLOJ POECKING
9:00 a.m. | Andrew Gentile (John and Bunny Varga) SJB POECKING
Ken Reedy Jr. (Frank and Marian Grasinger)
SATURDAY - Advent Weekday 12/1519:00 a.m. | George Lepovsky (Mary Martha and Terry Palmer) SJB GRUBER
VIGIL - Third Sunday of Advent 12/15 | 4:00 p.m. | Ed Holodnik (Rich and Sally Myler) SJB DEWITT
4:00 p.m. |Joe Broskey (Carol and Patty) POECKING
6:00 p.m. | Theresa & Bill Kelleher (Family) JINTO, G
6:00 p.m. | Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Wedmore (Family) POECKING
SUNDAY - Third Sunday of Advent 12/16 | 7:45 am. |Joan Hromyak (Ron and Jan Domen and Max and POECKING
Diane Pivik)
8:30 a.m. | Barbara Bott (Bott Family) DEWITT
9:00 a.m. |Joe Caterino (Nephew, Jamie and Family) SJB Benedictine
10:00 a.m. | Deceased of the Foley and Quint Families OLOJ JINTO, G
(Kay & Jack Quint)
11:00 a.m. | Tom and Eileen Hanlon (Dr. and Mrs. Walter Baker) | SJB Benedictine
11:00 a.m. | Jackie Mastrocesare (Julie, Tom and Jimmy) Ei- GRUBER
NOON Doris Kraus (Jack Geier) OLOJ JINTO, G
6:00 p.m. | Living and Deceased Parishes SJB DEWITT

STI St. Irenaeus SJAN St. Januarius

SJB St. John the Baptist

SJV St. Joseph
4

OLOJ Our Lady of Joy



wI'OR AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH Mm

All Parishes Welcome!
Junior High Youth (Grades 6-8)
Senior High (Grades 9-12)

Sign up for Flocknote text/email notifications regarding Youth Ministry by texting OPVJYM to 84576 for Junior High or
OPVSYM to 84576 for Senior High.

YOUTH MINISTRY CALENDAR — JYM & SYM Events

December 3—Bible Sharing for JYM and SYM at OLOJ. We will gather from 6:30-7:30PM. At Bible
Sharing, we look at upcoming Mass readings and have discussion about

them.

December 9—LIFE Night Christmas Party at SIB from 7:00-9:00PM

December 16—EDGE Night Christmas Party at SJB from 7:00-8:30PM

SYM will not meet on December 23 (the fourth Sunday of the month).

December 30—New Years Eve Eve 8:00pm-12:00am at SJB for JYM and SYM. More

ALTAR SERVER APPRECIATION CHRISTMAS BREAK MQOVIE & DINNER
(for Eighth through Twelfth Grades)

As appreciation for service to our five parishes, all altar servers in Grades 8
and up are invited to join us for an action movie and dinner out on Thursday,
December 27 — FREE!. The time frame will depend on the movie show
times, but will roughly be between 1 - 7 pm. We will see either
Spiderman, Aquaman or Bumblebee and go to Chipotle or
Chik-fil-A or pick up orders there (movie and restaurant will be the
most popular choice of those attending). To sign up, contact Steph
at youth@stjohnplum.org.

Young Adult Ministry

Pub Theology at Somma’s Pizza
& Sports Bar on
Wednesday, Dec. 19 from 7:00-9:00 p.m.

T———————
i OPV MUSIC MINISTRY

SUNDAY NIGHT MASS MUSIC

The music ministry in our grouping of parishes is collaborating to offer the Sunday night Mass not ONLY for
convenience, but also for different style and music interests.

First Sunday of the Month — TRADITIONAL (Chant/Sacred Music/Some Latin)
Second Sunday of the Month — CONTEMPORARY (Praise/Worship/Folk)

Third Sunday of the Month — CONVENTIONAL (like a regular Sunday morning)
Last Sunday of the Month — SPANISH (for our Latino and Anglo community together)

pﬁ Over the next year, we hope to develop a Schola Cantorum, a choir with a more
traditional repertoire, offering chant, some Latin songs and Mass settings.

_ While some may have been accustomed to celebrating Mass in a more traditional setting

=1 growing up, others are interested in ancient sacred music too. Older and younger genera-
tions will now have the opportunity to experience this traditional style in hopes to bridge

intergenerational gap in celebrating the Eucharist.

For more information on the Traditional Mass, contact Andrija Andelic at musicdirector(@saintirenaeus.org.
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ST. IRENAEUS PARISH NEWS

387 Maryland Avenue
Oakmont, PA 15139
412-828-3065

38th Annual Carol Walk t/iis weekend

Sunday, December 9th  6:00 p.m.
Attendees will visit four local churches to hear host choirs
in a celebration of Lessons and Carols. The program begins
at St. Irenacus Church and then proceeds to St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church and Oakmont United Methodist Church. It
concludes at Oakmont Presbyterian Church. At each
church, there will be appropriate scriptures read, the sing-
ing of congregational carols, and seasonal anthems
performed by the host choirs. Everyone is welcome to
this special ecumenical Advent tradition.

Walk with Me by Fr. Gielow

: Fr. Richard Gielow's book has arrived! Walk with Me was :
= written to help you follow, learn and live with Jesus today.

: The St. Irenaeus Ladies of Charity will be selling the book =
= after Masses on December 8, 9, 15 and 16. The cost of
tthe book is $6. Attending Mass at another parish? .
: Please contact the Ladies of Charity at stirenaeus@
= locpittsburgh.org and we will make arrangements to .
= get you a copy of the book. :

Advent Giving Tree
If you took a tag from an Advent Giving
Tree, please place your unwrapped gift (with

the tag from the Advent Giving Tree) under
one of the trees in church or drop it off at
the parish office by Thursday, December |3th.
Thank you for your kind generosity.

Weekly Offertory Report
December 1-2

OFfertory.....coveveeceeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $5,379.00
Parish Share........coooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. $ 80.00

May God Blgss This
Loittlg Ong

Shis Week @head

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
9:40-10:55 AM -Faith Formation Classes (1,2,3,7,8)
6:00 PM -Annual Carol Walk
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10
6:45-8:00 PM -Faith Formation Classes (4,5,6)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11
10:00 AM-4:00 PM -Flea Market Open
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12
7:00 PM -Adult Choir Rehearsal in Church
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13
10:00 AM-5:00 PM -Flea Market Open
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15
9:00 AM-2:00 PM -Last day for Holiday Flea Market

Saint Lucy Wheat Kits
Saint Lucy Wheat Kits are available in the
P Church. The custom of Saint Lucy's wheat
t‘_: Y comes from Hungary. On December 13th,
S St. Lucy Day, children plant wheat

kernels and place them in a warm window to grow
in anticipation of the Christmas celebration. On
Christmas Eve, the growing wheat chutes are cut and
placed in the family manger to make a soft bed for the
baby Jesus.

Jesse Tree Symbols  Week Two

Joseph - Coat of many colors
"l am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt."
Genesis 45:4.
Moses - Stone tablets with the Ten Commandments
"I have set before you life and death, the blessing and
the curse. Choose life, then, that you and your
descendants may live." Deuteronomy 30: 19.
Priests - Thurible billowing incense before the Altar of sacrifice
"You are a Priest forever, according to the order of
Melchizedek." Psalm 110:4.
Prophets - Scroll
"He has sent me to bring good news to the afflicted, to
bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives,
release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from
the Lord." Isaiah 61:1,2.
Kings - Palace / Crown / Scales of Justice
"His steadfast loyalty safeguards the king, and he upholds
his throne by justice." Proverbs 21:28.
The Lion and Lamb
"The wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the young goat; The calf and the young lion shall
browse together, with a little child to guide them." Isaiah 11:6.
Beating Swords into Plowshares
"They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks; One nation shall not raise the
sword against another, nor shall they train for war again."
Isaiah 2:4.




1450 Renton Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15239
412-793-4439

ST. JANUARIUS PARISH NEWS

MEETINGS COMING UP

Overeaters Anonymous
Tuesday, December 11
Contact Dee at 724-339-3617

All meetings are held at
7:00 pm in the Church Hall.

All are welcome to attend the meeting!

Sick and Homebound

Please pray for the following:

% List

Vincie Barbieri Tia K. Melissa N.
George Benson Sandy Keller Sandy Novak
Dorothy Concilio  Jacob Knighton Phyllis Pierce
Audrey D’Incau Ursula Koontz Dee Pivik
Natalie Evans Richard L. Phil Stango
Richard Glucs Farah Marshal George Walcutt
Bill Griffith 111 Patsy Montanaro  Tom Woods
Julie H. Gloria Mulholland  Angie Zucco
Mary K. Heinz

We ask those who have requested a prayer, to please give

Sunday, December 9 - CCD
Sunday. December 16 - CCD
Sunday, January 6 - CCD resumes

°
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Weekly Offertory Report December 2
Offertory........ccoooeviviiinnn.. $2,863

THIS WEEK ONLY
Office Hours Change
The Office will be closed on Tuesday
And open on Thursday

lh,s \M 7!'{\}:‘
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To Dominic Polsinelli who made High Honor Roll
for the 1st Quarter at Central Catholic High School!

REST IN PEACE
Lovd, grant eternal rest to-the
soul of the deouwly departed,
especially Ruthv Janty,
sister of Josie Rock. Mayy Godv
comfort her foumily and friends
during this time of sovrow.

us an update call when your loved one is better.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

Altar Servers: Ryan Kmonk
MacKenzie Kmonk

Eucharistic Ministers: Bernie and Karen Murphy
Nancy Golubski

Lector: Loretta White

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17
Altar Servers: Volunteer

Eucharistic Ministers: Frank Papciak
Pat Demharter

Lector: Loretta White

If you have not received your login information
for MSP, please contact the office.

MASS INTENTIONS AVAILABLE

Having a Mass offered for
someone’s benefit is as good
as it comes.

The 2019 Mass Book is open.
Please contact the office if you

wish to schedule a Mass
intention. The stipend for
Masses is set by the Diocese
of Pittsburgh and that amount
is still $10 each, which is due
at time of request.

HOLY HOLY HaLY




